Post Summit Washington State Agribusiness Tour

The Corporate Council on Africa will host a six-day tour of the diverse and highly productive Washington agricultural regions from June 26-30, immediately following the U.S-Africa Business Summit.  Washington State, bordered by Canada to the North and the Pacific Ocean to the west, is the State with the second most diverse climate and is a national leader in fruit products, frozen vegetables, potato products and seafood products. 

This tour will give the delegates an opportunity to visit leading enterprises engaged in these agricultural subsectors, identify new technologies or practices, and meet directly with their American counterparts.  Participants will have the opportunity to visit numerous agribusinesses and meet with producers and processors; the main focus will be on seafood, fruit, and vegetable processing. 

Tour Outline:

Seattle June 26-28:

· Several site visits including a vertically integrated seafood harvester, processor and marketer; an equipment manufacturer; and a diversified retailer. 

· Reception hosted by the Trade Development Alliance, the African Chamber of Commerce of the Pacific Northwest, and the Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development.  

Yakima Valley June 28-29: 

· Travel through the Cascade Mountains to the beautiful Yakima Valley. 

· Site visits to large fruit packing and processing plants with a focus on marketing as well as post-harvest handling: including sorting, grading, packing and processing. 

Columbia Basin June 30-July 1:

· Visit to the basin, which possesses a highly automated, highly skilled, technology-based farming industry and supplies a significant number of family wage jobs.  

· Site visits include a vegetable processing plant, a frozen potato processing plant, and raw product storage and cold chain facilities.  

The group will fly out of Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI) into Seattle-Tacoma Airport (SEA) on Sunday, June 26th.  The return flight will leave from Pasco airport (PSC) and arrive at BWI on Friday, July 1st.  

Total cost per person:  $2,750 USD (includes airfare, lodging, all lunches and dinners, and transportation in Washington State.  EXCLUDES BREAKFASTS, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, and INCIDENTALS.)

Interested Summit registrants should notify CCA staff immediately.  The target participant is a private sector delegate with strong business interest in the fruit and vegetable industries or the international seafood industry.  Please send a note of interest to tbergstrom@africacncl.org or fax to the attention of Tim Bergstrom - +1-202-835-1117.  An application along with payment instructions will then be sent to you in order to complete the registration process.  Space is limited.  Act now to ensure your seat on this important agribusiness tour.  Full payment and registration must be received by June 3rd, 2005.

