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The Corporate Council on Africa to Promote African Textile and Apparel Companies at Material World Trade Show

WASHINGTON, DC – The Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) will team up with the Material World Trade Show, recognized as the premier trade event for the fabric-related industries in the Americas, to expand to include sourcing opportunities on the African continent.  For the first time, the annual trade show will offer African companies the opportunity to exhibit their products, thus opening a door to the African market.  The Material World Trade Show will take place Monday, October 7 through Wednesday, October 9, 2002 at the Miami Beach Convention Center. 

CCA and Tim von Gal, organizer of the Material World Trade Show, want to offer African companies a venue to introduce their products to the U.S. market.  CCA will bring a delegation of 10 African executives to the show under its State Department funded AGOA Professional Development Program.  One of the delegates, Catherine Boch, is the Managing Director of a clothing company in Lesotho that produces jeans, chinos and various types of trousers, and exports over 220,000 units each year.  Another exhibitor, Ladha Hussein, is the owner of the Tanzanian company, Ubungo Mill/Rafia Bags, employing over 2000 people and yielding $10 million annually. 

The African textile and apparel industry has profited since the January 2001 enactment of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).   As the first U.S. trade bill to offer sub-Saharan African countries trade preference, AGOA gives 36 beneficiary countries duty and quota-free access to the U.S. market for nearly 2,000 products.  The bill offers particular benefits to the African textile and apparel industry, as it is the only U.S. trade bill to give duty or quota-free access to these products.

In January 2003 the second annual AGOA Forum will be held in Mauritius.  President Bush has announced that he will lead the U.S. delegation at the Forum.  The AGOA legislation mandates that a ministerial level forum and parallel private sector event be held every year between the U.S. and African AGOA beneficiary countries.   The private sector portion, organized by CCA in conjunction with the African Coalition for Trade and Mauritius-U.S. Business Association, will be a major event highlighting the potential of African businesses.  It will provide another opportunity for networking between hundreds of U.S. and African policy and business leaders.

For more information on CCA’s participation in the Material World Trade Show please contact Paul Wong at (202) 835-1115 x 510 or pwong@africacncl.org.

Material World is open to the entire sewn products chain, and participants include fabric, trim, fiber, components, equipment suppliers, supply chain management systems – from design to delivery.  In addition to a comprehensive roster of educational programs, networking events, product, packaging and sourcing opportunities, Material World Miami Beach will showcase a number of trend pavilions highlighting the color, product and technological elements expected to make a splash in Autumn/Winter 2003/2004.  For attendee registration or exhibitor information on Material World Miami Beach, visit the website: www.material-world.com or contact Urban Expositions at 1.800.318.2238/ 678.285.3976, fax: 678.285.7469

CCA, established in 1992, is a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization of nearly 150 American companies dedicated to strengthening trade and investment ties between the United States and Africa. CCA members represent nearly 85 percent of total U.S. private sector investments in Africa.  
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