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Good afternoon.  It is a pleasure for me to be here this afternoon with all of you.  Over the past day or so I’m sure there has been much discussion on the importance of tourism and travel to growing and strengthening the economies of African countries and how new relationships leading to that can come about.  What I would like to discuss is not so much how to forge these economic relationships between the U.S. and Africa (which we sought to do with the AGOA bill), but more so to talk about how tourism can be a vehicle for improvement in the way Africa is perceived by the rest of the world, therefore making it a more attractive option for foreign investment, and also how to avoid some of the pitfalls that prevent the tourism industry from sparking any sustainable development. 

Keeping in mind that real, lasting development is the ultimate goal, there are 3 key things to remember:

1. Keep it local

2. Promote Africa; and

3. Diversity 

By “keeping it local” I mean that when investors show up in Moputo and want to open a hotel, for example, it is imperative for the betterment of Moputo and all of Mozambique, as well as the region, that local human resources and supplies are used.  If materials in Mozambique can be used for the construction of the facility, they must be used.  Local contractors should be touted to do the actual building; pumping money back into the economy and creating jobs where there were none before.  The staff should not only be local but local Mozambicans should be trained for to not only be cleaning ladies and men, waiters, and busboys, which are viable and attractive jobs to some who are in dire need but also they should be trained to be managers and hold key positions, with opportunities for advancement. 

Secondly, tourism should promote Africa.  What do I mean by this?  We need to think more critically about the businesses that are created in this industry and focus on providing a more balanced portrayal of what and who and why Africa is.  The continent is widely viewed by outsiders as a place of turmoil and unrest.  Civil wars, political conflict, ethnic strife – these are some of the things that come to mind.  In actuality, many positive things are happening on the ground in all regions – southern as well as northern, eastern and western.  Great strides have been made over the last decade in the way of democracy, institution building, growing economies, etc.  If Africa is going to become a major and key player as well as beneficiary of the global economy, these positive movements must be promoted.  You know, here in New Jersey, as a black man I am very familiar with the work “profiling.” Africa has been profiled for far too long.  We need to encourage people to look through the weak stereotypes that have plagued Africa since and before the colonial period.  Look though the stereotypes and see all the good that African has to offer.  That can only lead to increased foreign investment, more and better allocated development aid and ultimately, development for Africa. 

Lastly, anyone here who has set foot on the continent can speak to the amazing range of things to see and do there.  Not only do you have breathtaking coastlines, rolling hills and mountains, but you also have vast desert, green, lush forest, you name it.  There is so much to see.  The game parks are fantastic and southern Africa has done very will in the way of tourism with its various national game parks.  The diversity of flora and fauna is unparalleled anywhere else in the world.  To see Africa, any part of it, is to see a little bit of heaven.  

However, it is important to remember the people that inhabit the continent.  Africa is not just a wonderland and should not be treated in the paternalistic tradition that we have seen for far too long.  Africa is a major player in this world.  It’s time we make it a beneficiary of the returns on all that it has given. 

See Africa.  Yes.  But promote Africa. 

Thank you. 

“It is also clear that we must pay increased attention to tourism.  The jobs and foreign currency which tourism generates will strongly influence our economy.  

The active and imaginative intervention of all stake holders in this area of our national life must take advantage of the excellent atmosphere created by our peaceful transition to democracy to make tourism a major positive force in the future.”

Quote by Nelson Mandela
