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South African Small Business Beats the Heat at Olympic Games








    Spectators at the 


Athens Olympic Games 


found a place in the 


shade thanks to a small 


family-run business 


in South Africa.   


   Shade and Hail, 


located outside 


Johannesburg, is owned 


and managed by 


Emilicha Wolters and 


her husband Bernhard.  


   Through a unique 


partnership with a Greek construction firm, the 


company manufactured


and marketed 60 green 


and silver shadeports that were exported to Greece for use at Olympic venues. 


      During 2003, Greek businessman Vassilis Ligouras, who heads Athens-based ISTOS General Constructions, contacted Shade and Hail after visiting the company's website (www.shade.co.za).  Ligouras liked Shade and Hail's products and, after initial orders, Emilicha and Bernhard flew to Athens, where they provided training and helped install the shadeports.


 "We're a small company, but good things often come in small packages," Wolters said.


 The company employs 15 persons who were discriminated against by South Africa's former apartheid government.


South Africa’s Department of Trade and Industry complimented Shade and Hail, saying “The small company's big success is a good example of how DTI's


assistance in cooperation with       programs such SAIBL of CCA can benefit a SMME company (woman owned) to identify market opportunities and to


penetrate the market via distributors identified at exhibitions".  SAIBL helped Shade and Hail develop its marketing plan and to attend trade shows in the U.S. 
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     Shade and Hail's cloth shadeports are at security   


     checkpoints at the Athens Olympic Games.





Do you want your South African product featured in our product section? Contact Ilda at 202 263 3522 or E-mail: ijacobs@africacncl.org
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CAPITAL FLOWS TO AFRICA CONFERENCE 


Johannesburg, September 29-30 


  The Council on Africa (CCA), in cooperation with the U.S. Export Import Bank, is hosting the Increasing Capital Flows to Africa conference from September 29-30th, 2004 at the Sandton Convention Center in Johannesburg, South Africa.  Objectives of the conference are to �attract foreign direct investment to Africa and to highlight key viable financing opportunities. SAIBL is hosting a workshop on small and medium businesses, as well as a workshop on Black Economic Empowerment in which Lionel October, deputy director general of the Department of Trade and Industry will participate. Thirty SAIBL clients have been selected to attend the event. More information on � HYPERLINK "http://www.africacncl.org" ��www.africacncl.org�
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At the Republican National Convention in New York, delegates will toast their Party with the “Charging Elephant” cocktail. 


Party faithful know the elephant is a longstanding symbol for Republicans. Fewer may realize that their cocktails contain a liqueur derived from the elephant tree, which is the source of the second largest selling cream liqueur in the world. 


  


   Amarula liqueur is made from the ripened fruit of the marula tree, found only in sub-Saharan Africa. 


   New York-based distributor Brown-Forman introduced the liqueur to the U.S. market in 2002.


  The marula tree received its nickname “elephant tree” because the animals gorge themselves on marula fruit when it ripens. 


  The rich and delicious Amarula combines hints of caramel, butterscotch, and vanilla.


  The Amarula liqueur is produced by South Africa-based Distell in Phalaborwa, near the Kruger National Park.  
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“Allowing young, educated South Africans to see the agricultural sector as an opportunity for interesting and ultimately profitable careers” is the hope of Charity Hanif, the new Washington-based Senior Agribusiness Marketing Specialist for SAIBL’s Promoting Agribusiness Linkages (PAL) program.


   Recently returned from working for CCA Member ACDI/VOCA in Mozambique, Charity Hanif utilizes her agricultural sector expertise to promote the economic sustainability of agribusiness. “Agriculture is a sector where you must compete in a truly global marketplace.”


While PAL does not exclusively cater to the US export market, Charity’s work focuses on identifying opportunities and supporting the trade of South African agricultural products into the US market, including seafood, fresh and processed fruits, wines, and processed foods.


“We’re openly challenging the idea that agriculture is only subsistence farming,” Charity says. “It’s much more than that.”  This is a point that PAL hopes to drive home to local farmers and aspiring entrepreneurs.


Charity Hanif received her BS in agricultural economics from Washington State University and holds an MBA in finance from Johns Hopkins University.  She also gained industry experience during her employment with CCA Member Cargill, Inc.
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   CALTEX SOUTH AFRICA


A subsidiary of ChevronTexaco





Equity


In 2002, CCA member ChevronTexaco sold 25% equity in its South African subsidiary, Caltex South Africa, to Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) shareholders.        


  Caltex is therefore no longer a wholly owned subsidiary and its BEE shareholders have proportional representation on the Board of Directors. They also have full 25% dividend rights.  ChevronTexaco facilitated the acquisition on attractive terms.


   Caltex continues to adhere to ChevronTexaco’s policies, standards and procedures and remains integrated into the global business model.    The Caltex Board is accountable to multiple shareholders.  


   Caltex refines, distributes, and markets fuels, lubricants, motor oils, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), and gas products


Supplier Diversity


In the U.S., ChevronTexaco’s Small Business/Supplier works to provide opportunities and contracts to small and minority-owned and women-owned businesses. Similarly, in South Africa, Caltex has a local content program to source from local black economic empowerment companies.


  Caltex also provides training and support to these small, medium and micro enterprises and supports companies that actively promote development and skills transfer for their employees. The company increased the total amount it spent on suppliers through the BEE program from 5% in 2001 to 25% at the end of 2003. 


Together with its BEE partner, Caltex SA will contribute to achieving the Chevron Texaco vision to be “the global energy company most admired for its people, partnership and performance”.


	 Tendering


Caltex applies affirmative action in its tender processing. The company has structured these processes to focus on BEE companies.  Due to the limited capacity of some BEE suppliers, Caltex has reduced tenders and companies are able to compete for regional tenders. The company has also developed a uniformed tender document and evaluation system to ensure that application of this policy. 


Many black-owned small and medium South African companies are benefiting from preferential procurement polices adopted by large corporations.  SAIBL prepares these small and medium businesses for outsourcing and procurement contracts with large corporations.




















		TANZANIA





The land of Kilimanjaro, the Serengeti and Zanzibar is probably more renowned for its spectacular natural wonders than its fast-growing economy.    


  This nation of 35 million people experienced a economy growth of 5.2% in 2003.


  Although Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world, it is increasingly a preferred trade and investment destination in East Africa. Agriculture is the dominant sector of economic activity, while new ventures in mining, manufacturing and tourism are fuelling economic growth.


   SAIBL has supported a number of Tanzanian companies to grow their regional export business. One of these firms was helped to raise funds to buy an old cotton ginnery in the Mwanza area.  The plant was revamped, new machinery 








installed and the first bales of ginned cotton were produced in July, 2004. The company is now supplying buyers in South Africa. 


  Another cotton ginner from the Morogoro area was introduced to a large textile mill in Lesotho and subsequently a trial order has been delivered. SAIBL worked with and financially supported a crafts supplier to develop a website, and as a result orders were received from the U.S.


  SAIBL also helped a number of South African historically disadvantaged firms to export to Tanzania. One firm has been assisted in supplying electrical equipment to a number of mines in the Shinyanga district. An IT company was helped to exhibit at the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair. The company found a local partner and a number of product licences were sold. 


  Interested South African HDE suppliers can contact the Johan van Niekerk at SAIBL offices on 011 802 0015 of � HYPERLINK "mailto:johan.vanniekerk@eciafrica.com" ��johan.vanniekerk@eciafrica.com�  














SAIBL is managed by CCA    


   (www.africacncl.org)


        in partnership with


ECIAfrica.


          (www.eciafrica.com)














* The founder of ATHRA Jewelers, a New Jersey-based wholesaler of jewelry, will travel to South Africa to source jewelry, home furnishings, dried fruit and teas from October 4-13, 2004. 


*  The Selection Committee of the 24th International Awards For Food And Beverages selected Kwazulu Natal-based SAIBL client Mrs. Govender's All In One Curry Paste to receive the New Millennium Award.  This prize was created in Europe to distinguish companies within the food and ancillary industry. 


Conferences and Trade Shows


*   Three Durban-based SAIBL clients  attended three different craft exhibitions in the United States with SAIBL covering a portion of their travel expenses. Sizana attended the California Gift show (July 17-20, 2004) and The Bat Shop attended the Santa Fe International Folk Art Market  (July 15-19, 2004). Zandla Expressions exhibited at the prestigious New York International Gift Fair from August 14-19, 2004.


* To celebrate Women’s Day in South Africa, Technology for Women In Business hosted a gala awards event and conference in Cape Town from August 8-9, 2004. Nearly 480 businesswomen attended. South Africa’s Minister of Trade and Industry (DTI) Mandisi Mpahlwa, and the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Lindiwe Hendricks, were guest speakers. The theme for the conference was 'Celebrating a Decade of Innovation and Creativity through Technology.' SAIBL staff presented project activities during the event.








SAIBL Washington D.C.


Tim McCoy � HYPERLINK "mailto:tmccoy@africacncl.org" ��tmccoy@africacncl.org�


SAIBL in Johannesburg


Sonny Tarr sonny.tarr@eciafrica.com
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