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Africa Facts:  Investment, Spending & Opportunity
· A billion people live in Africa.  United Nations
· U.S. exports to Africa last year were $21 billion, up from $7.6 billion in 2000.
· There are 54 countries in Africa.  South Sudan is the newest country—gaining its independence on July 9, 2011.

· From 2000 to 2009, foreign direct investment in Africa increased six-fold to $58.56 billion.  United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  
· Africa has 60 percent of the world’s total amount of uncultivated, arable land.

McKinsey Global Institute
· McKinsey Global Institute predicts consumer spending will reach $1.4 trillion in 2020, from about $860 billion in 2008.

· The International Monetary Fund estimates that gross domestic product in the 47 countries of sub-Saharan Africa rose 5 percent last year, and forecasts 5.5 percent growth this year.

· Africa’s collective GDP was $1.6 trillion in 2008 – roughly equal to Brazil   Wall Street Journal
· Africa has 10 percent of the world’s oil; 40 percent of its gold; and nearly 90 percent of the world’s chromium and platinum.  McKinsey Global Institute 
· From virtually none a few years ago, four in every 10 Africans have a cellphone today. No other region has embraced the technology that fast.  Huffington Post, 9/11
· Foreign direct investment in Africa has increased from $9 billion in 2000 to $62 billion in 2008.  McKinsey Global  Institute
· Women represent almost 40 percent of entrepreneurs in Africa.  World Economic Forum
· The rate of return on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is higher in Africa than any other part of the developing world.  Africa 2011
· Africa is a significant player in the field of energy exports as it has 9.6% of the world’s proven oil reserves, 7.9% of its natural gas reserves and 3.9% of its coal supply.
9/2011
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