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Important Quotes about Africa and Investment in the Continent
 Stephen Hayes, President, Corporate Council on Africa, BET interview:
“Our greatest opportunity as a country is to link with Africa more than any other region in the world economically. The opportunity is there, it’s still wide open.  You’ve got a continent where most people in most countries want a relationship with America.  It’s foolish that we haven’t moved much more strongly toward an economic relationship with Africa.”
President Barack Obama, speech in Ghana, July 11, 2009
 “We believe in Africa's potential and promise. We remain committed to Africa's future. We will be strong partners with the African people.  I do not see the countries and peoples of Africa as a world apart; I see Africa as a fundamental part of our interconnected world - as partners with America …”

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, speech at 7th U.S.-Africa Business Summit, 2009
 “We are eager to move beyond stereotypes that paint Africa as a land of poverty, disease, conflict and not much else.  And we will continue to lay a strong foundation for a new kind of engagement with Africa, one that is built on shared responsibility and shared opportunity, and on partnerships that produce measurable, lasting results.”

Kofi Annan, Former UN Secretary-General
'Africa's profitability is one of the best kept secrets in today's world economy.'

Mo Ibrahim, founder and philanthropist, Mo Ibrahim Foundation
“So the perception of Africa is much worse than the reality. And whenever there is gap between perception and reality, there’s a fantastic business opportunity.”

Elizabeth L. Littlefield, President and CEO of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)
 “…Africa has offered the highest returns of any emerging market for the past 10 or so years.” 

Rosa Whitaker, Founder and CEO of the Whitaker Group

“ …. I think large global companies, and American companies in particular, begin to appreciate that Africa has the highest return on investment. That Sub-Saharan Africa’s trillion dollar economy grew faster than Brazil and India over the past 10 years.”

 
Mike Dignam, President, PAE Group
 “In countries where the U.S. has partnered with the local government such as Liberia or Djibouti, the economic and entrepreneurial energy is evident. U.S. businesses have started to see the opportunity in these markets. Their investment in local economies, coupled with the strengthening civil infrastructure, give us great hope for Africa’s future.”
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