U.S. State Exports to Africa Surge, 
from Farm Machinery to Furniture


	State
	Stats and Success Stories in U.S. states

	California 
	In 2008, the state of California exported $1,317,088,000 worth of goods and services to Africa. That number has grown to $1,385,185,519 in 2010. In terms of sectors, the state exports mostly electronics, machinery for manufacturing and transportation, and processed food products. Of California’s total exports to Africa, over half are from the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 

	Missouri
	Missouri’s exports to Africa range from farm machinery equipment and food products to chemical fertilizers, transportation equipment, electrical appliances and components. Though Missouri’s total exports to Africa are low in comparison to Texas and Louisiana, the state is eager and willing to assist Missouri firms who seek to export their products to the African continent. 

	New York 
	Of the 50 U.S. states, New York ranks 4th in total exports to the African continent. In 2008 it exported $1,469,430,409 worth of goods and services to the continent. That number has grown to $1,529,008,036 in 2010. The sectors leading the way are primary metal manufacturing, transportation equipment and other machinery, with most exports leaving the state through the ports in and around the New York City metropolitan area. 

	 Florida
	Despite undergoing difficult financial times which has impacted its 2009 exports to the continent, the sunshine state exported over $927,510,021 worth of goods and services to Africa that year. That number has grown to $1,385,185,519 in 2010.   Florida’s surge in trade with Africa is led by the transportation equipment, chemical fertilizers, machinery, and electronics sectors, with the majority of goods leaving via the Port of Miami. 

	Mississippi
	Propelled by the machinery and wood/furniture sector, Mississippi exports to Africa have experienced tremendous growth over the past three years. Mississippi-made products span the range of manufactured goods, including machinery, chemicals, food products, wood products and electronics. With over 45 companies already exporting their products to South Africa, Cameroon, Ghana and Nigeria, Mississippi firms are well-positioned to continue to expand and grow their businesses on the continent. 

	Maryland
	Businesses in Maryland are well-positioned to work in Africa, with access to the port of Baltimore and top African trade experts in Washington. Last year alone, Maryland firms exported $882,295,684 goods and services to Africa. Leading sectors include: transportation equipment/machinery and computer and electronic products. Firms like Maryland’s Computer Frontiers are leading the way partnering with companies in Uganda, Ghana, Senegal, and South Africa. Of the fifty U.S. states, Maryland ranks in the top ten for total exports to the African continent.

	Virginia 
	Businesses in Virginia are well-positioned to work in Africa, with access to the port of Baltimore and top African trade experts in Washington. In 2010, Virginia exported $737,305,604 worth of goods and services to Africa. Virginia’s exports to South Africa alone represented $78,686,557, in other words roughly 11% of its total export to Africa. Paper, fabricated metal products and machinery were Virginia’s main sectors exported. 


