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AMREF announces new Director General
March 24, 2010

The African Medical & Research Foundation (AMREF) Board of Directors announces the appointment of Dr Teguest Guerma as the incoming Director General. Dr Guerma, an Ethiopian national with an extensive career in public health, will join AMREF in June 2010.
Making the announcement, the AMREF International Board Chair, Dr Pascoal Mocumbi said, “I would like to welcome Dr Guerma to the AMREF family and the Board looks forward to supporting her role as the new Director General of AMREF. We have no doubt that AMREF staff will continue with their excellent work and give their support to the incoming Director General.”

Dr Guerma, who is currently the Associate Director of HIV/AIDS for the World Health Organisation (WHO), began her career as a medical practitioner in Burundi in the mid-1980s.  Along with her wider public health work, she has been involved in the fight against AIDS throughout her career.  

Distinguished Career

After joining WHO in 1989, Dr Guerma served at country and regional levels and also at the organisation’s Headquarters in Geneva. Her experience included stints in Congo, Nepal and Botswana, where she was the Country Representative. Whilst in Botswana she was instrumental in putting HIV/AIDS on the Government agenda and helped establish the National AIDS Council. 
As the Representative at the UN Headquarters in New York, Dr Guerma led a variety of new initiatives to promote awareness of African health issues in the UN and the greater New York area, including resource mobilisation in collaboration with partners from private sector. 

Since 2004, Dr Guerma has served as the Associate Director of the HIV/AIDS Department at WHO Geneva where she co-led the 3x5 initiative and has also spent a sustained period as Acting Head of the Department. Her experience in global public health will add great value to AMREF’s already illustrious reputation as a leading African health and development organisation. 

After the announcement, Dr Guerma said: “I am very pleased to come back to Africa and will do my very best to make a difference in the health of Africans .To achieve this objective I will count very much on the support of the whole AMREF family.” 
At the same time, the AMREF Board Chair thanked the outgoing Director General, Dr Michael Smalley, upon his completion of the maximum two terms as Director General. 
“Michael has led and significantly grown AMREF and its influence during the last eight years, and we wish him well with his future endeavours,” he said.
-Ends-

About AMREF
AMREF is a leading African health development organisation founded and headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya since 1957. AMREF develops and implements home-grown solutions to tackle Africa’s major health challenges, including HIV/AIDS and Malaria, so as to improve the health of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged people – especially women and children. In recognition of its work and impact in Africa, AMREF was the recipient of the 1999 Conrad N Hilton Award for Humanitarian Work and the Bill and Melinda Gates Award for Global Health in 2005 – the only organization to have received these two distinguished awards in the world. AMREF aims to ensure that every African can enjoy the right to good health by helping to create vibrant networks of informed communities that work with empowered health care providers in strong health systems. See www.amref.org
Note to Editors

For further information please contact, Betsy Kovacs – Director of Communications and External Affairs, on 212.768.2440, email: kovacs@amref.org









