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Baker Hostetler Elects New Policy Committee Members 

CLEVELAND, OH – February 11, 2010 – The national law firm of Baker & Hostetler LLP has announced that three partners have been elected to the Firm’s Policy Committee, the governing body of Baker Hostetler. The newly elected Policy Committee Members are Tom McDonald (Washington, D.C.), Daniel Warren (Cleveland, Ohio), and W. Ray Whitman (Houston, Texas).  In addition, Ray Sutton (Denver, Colorado) has been re-elected to the Policy Committee. They join the 14 member body* which decides significant policy matters including the strategic direction of the firm.  

“The role of Policy Committee Member is extremely important for our firm going forward,” said Steven Kestner, national Executive Partner of Baker Hostetler and Policy Committee Member. “As many law firms continue to struggle in this challenging economic climate, we continue to implement our strategy of smart growth. Our Policy Committee plays a vital role in implementing our strategic plan.” 

· Tom McDonald  is a Partner in the Government Policy Practice Group and heads this practice area for the firm. He also serves as the Hiring Partner for the firm’s Washington Office. From his office in Washington, D.C., he concentrates his practice on legislative and governmental affairs both in Washington and internationally, as well as international law and arbitration. McDonald, who served as U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe from 1997 to 2001 and is a Life Member of the Council on Foreign Relations, has nearly 30 years of experience representing U.S. multinational corporations in emerging markets around the world, manufacturers, major UK and South African companies, banks, mutual fund companies, insurance companies, and trade associations. He has handled a variety of matters before the Congress and Federal agencies including mutual funds legislation, appropriations, tax, trade, energy, asbestos reform, and annuities. He represents several of the firm’s largest clients, including Colgate-Palmolive, Federated Investors and Old Mutual.

· Daniel Warren focuses his practice on complex business litigation. He represents financial institutions and other public companies, private organizations, and individuals in major business disputes. He has significant experience in many types of financial matters. These include fiduciary and trust disputes, securities, corporate governance and data privacy issues. He has successfully handled cases at trial and in arbitration in many different jurisdictions and forums. He maintains an active appellate practice as well, having argued approximately twenty appeals. Mr. Warren also has a strong interest in pro bono work and substantial experience in civil rights litigation. Among other things, he obtained a reversal on appeal of the murder conviction of a twelve-year-old boy who had confessed to the crime as a result of a coercive interrogation. 

· W. Ray Whitman is Group Chair of the firm’s national Litigation Group. Upon graduating from Texas Tech University with a degree in geophysics, he began work in the oil and gas industry as an exploration geophysicist and gained extensive experience in oil and gas exploration, seismic acquisition and drilling and production practices. Mr. Whitman maintains an active trial docket and has successfully represented energy, oilfield service and technology companies in a wide variety of litigation, arbitration and appellate issues.  Because of Mr. Whitman’s knowledge of the energy industry, he also frequently advises leading companies in strategic planning and business-related issues.

· Raymond L. Sutton, Jr. (re-elected) is Managing Partner of the Firm’s Denver Office. He represents high net worth families and their privately owned companies in tax and business matters related to entity structuring, mergers and acquisitions, business continuity and succession, incentive compensation, estate planning and tax controversy. His private wealth experience includes the structuring, formation and operation of family offices and private trust companies. 
*Baker Hostetler Policy Committee Members for 2010 are as follows:

Albert T. Adams, Cleveland 

John F. Cermak, Jr., Los Angeles 

Jeffrey E. Decker, Orlando 

Daniel J. Gunsett, Columbus 

R. Steven Kestner, Cleveland 

Tom McDonald, Washington, D.C. 

John D. Parker, Cleveland 

David B. Rivkin, Jr., Washington, D.C. 

Hewitt B. Shaw, Cleveland 

George A. Stamboulidis, New York 

Raymond L. Sutton, Jr., Denver 

Daniel R. Warren, Cleveland 

W. Ray Whitman, Houston 

Alec Wightman, Columbus 

About Baker Hostetler

Founded over 90 years ago in 1916, Baker Hostetler is among the nation’s 100 largest law firms with 600 attorneys coast to coast. The firm has 11 offices nationwide: Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Costa Mesa, Denver, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, Orlando and Washington, D.C. Its five primary practice groups are Business, Employment, Intellectual Property, Litigation and Tax. For more information, visit the website: www.bakerlaw.com
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