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It is a great pleasure and privilege for me to welcome you to the third annual meeting of the Private Sector Session of the U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum.  

A little less than one year ago, Steve Hayes and I, along with our mutual friend Maurice Vigier de Latour, shared an outdoor platform on a sweltering night to welcome the delegates to the opening of the Second AGOA Forum in Mauritius.  I don’t know about you Steve, but as another cold winter settles in here in Washington, D.C., I am looking back longingly toward tropical Mauritius.  Despite our less than tropical weather, I am honored to be able to welcome the delegates to this third meeting of the Private Sector Session of the AGOA Forum.  

It has been my privilege to have been involved in the organization of all three of the AGOA Forums:  (1) the first Private Sector Session, which was moved to Philadelphia in October 2001 following the tragic events of 9-11; (2) the second Private Sector Session in Mauritius in January of this year; and (3) now this third session.  In fact, I believe that the Corporate Council on Africa and my organization, the African Coalition for Trade (ACT), are the only two entities that have been involved in organizing all three meetings of the Private Sector Session of the AGOA Forum.

For those of you who may not be familiar with ACT, I would like to provide a brief introduction to our organization.  ACT is a non-profit, member-supported trade association whose members come from the private sectors in Botswana, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  ACT’s mission is to promote mutually beneficial trade and investment between the United States and Africa.  

ACT has been one of the lead spokespersons for the interests of the African private sector in the long hard battle to obtain enactment and implementation of AGOA.  In fact, our involvement with AGOA began in July 1995 even before AGOA had been written.  ACT is continuing to represent the interests of our members from the African private sector before Congress with respect to the new AGOA legislation already known as “AGOA III.”   


Indeed, one of my most vivid recollections of the second AGOA Forum was when President Bush addressed us in Mauritius by video link and called for the enactment of new legislation to extend AGOA beyond its current expiration in 2008.  President Bush’s call for extending AGOA was greeted with enthusiastic applause by the delegates in Mauritius.  At the time, few would have predicted that it would have taken almost a year for the legislation responding to the President’s call to be introduced in Congress.  But the good news is that, despite the delays, AGOA III was introduced in both the House and the Senate two weeks ago.


Congress was supposed to have recessed last month, but it has reconvened this week to wrap up a few unresolved matters.  So we have the unexpected opportunity to communicate to Congress our views on the importance of obtaining timely enactment of the AGOA III legislation as early next year as possible.  I encourage all of you who have the chance to do so, to convey this message to Members of Congress and their staff with whom you may be meeting during the next two days in the course of the AGOA Forum.


This important event provides us with an opportunity to look back over the first three years that AGOA has been in effect and take stock of where we stand and what has been accomplished.  There can be no doubt that AGOA has been a huge success:

(1) U.S. duty-free imports from Africa under AGOA are up 51% this year alone;

(2) Total U.S. imports from Africa in 2003 are up 40% over last year;

(3) Apparel imports from Africa have doubled since AGOA was enacted;

(4) This surge in trade with the United States has led to the creation of literally hundreds of thousands of new jobs in Africa.

But impressive as these accomplishments are, we cannot afford to rest on our laurels.  Rather, the most difficult challenges facing AGOA are still ahead of us, including:

(1) the expiration of the LDCs’ access to third-country fabric on September 30, 2004, unless this special provision is extended by AGOA III;

(2) the lifting of the MFA quotas on China and other super-competitive apparel exporters effective January 1, 2005, which will definitely divert business that otherwise would have gone to Africa under AGOA; and

(3) equally important, expanding the success of AGOA into additional sectors.

These challenges will be the focus of the plenaries and workshops over the next two days.  An excellent group of experts from the public and private sectors from both Africa and the United States will be here to share their views with you and to answer your questions.  I encourage you to take full advantage of their expertise and experience.

Working together over the next two days, we can take stock of AGOA’s significant accomplishments to date, and even more importantly, chart the path forward to ensure that AGOA continues to be a success in the future , a success both for Africa and for the United States.  

Thank you and, again, welcome to the Private Sector Session of the AGOA Forum.

