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C. Payne Lucas 


President Emeritus, Africare
President of Africare from 1971 to June 15, 2002, former Africa Regional Director of the Peace Corps, speaker, writer and activist, C. Payne Lucas has brought a unique blend of passion and steadfast commitment to his 40-year career in African development. He has been honored by several presidents of the United States as well as by leaders of more than two dozen nations of Africa — from decorations of the National Orders of Benin, Cote d'Ivoire, Niger, Senegal and Zambia to the 1984 U.S. Presidential End Hunger Award for Outstanding Individual Achievement “in the effort to achieve a world without hunger.”

In 1962, he joined the staff of the fledgling Peace Corps, under the agency's organizer and first Director, Sargent Shriver. There, until 1971, Lucas served successively as Assistant Country Director in Togo, Country Director in Niger, Director of the Africa Region and, finally, Director of the Office of Returned Volunteers. For his work in the Peace Corps, Lucas received the President's Award for Distinguished Federal Civilian Service in 1967. 

Lucas left the Peace Corps in 1971 to become the President of Africare, which — having been incorporated in 1970 in Hawaii by its Founder and first President, William O. Kirker, M.D. — had recently been reincorporated Washington, D.C. There, with support from African and American leaders and development experts, the organization began with a skeletal staff in a few rented rooms within the Embassy of Niger. Today, Africare is the oldest and largest African-American nonprofit organization specializing in aid to Africa. Its more than 150 programs now reach families and communities in 26 nations, from Egypt to South Africa and from Nigeria to Mozambique. 

C. Payne Lucas is married to Freddie Hill Lucas, Ph.D. They have three children —Therese Lucas, C. Payne Lucas Jr., and Hillary Lucas Rouse — and one grandson, Walter Victor Rouse II. 

Media Coverage:

Lucas has written and spoken extensively in the media on Africa and African development issues.

He is co-author of the book, Keeping Kennedy's Promise (first printing, Westview Press, 1978; (updated edition, 2002): a critique of the first decade-and-a-half of the Peace Corps.

