Abdoulaye Wade



President of the Republic of Senegal
 
Born in 1926 in Saint-Louis, Senegal, Abdoulaye Wade was educated at the University of Besançon in France, where he read psychology, sociology, economics, and law. After qualifying as a lawyer and obtaining a doctorate, he embarked on an academic career, teaching at the universities of Boston, Paris, Dakar, and the Sorbonne. He worked as a barrister at the Court of Appeal and was appointed dean of the faculty of law and economics at the University of Dakar.

Wade was a pioneer of opposition politics in Senegal. As the founder and leader of the Senegalese Democratic Party, he has spent much of his political life campaigning against the socialists who had governed the country single-handedly since independence from France in 1960. In the course of this campaign he was in exile and repeatedly imprisoned, but also served as an MP in the National Assembly and even as a minister in two coalition governments during the 1990s. Wade contested the office of the presidency for over 20 years. He first ran in the presidential race in 1978 and, following three subsequent polls, was finally elected president of Senegal in March 2000, at the age of 74. His victory ended 40 years of de facto one-party rule by the Socialist Party.

A committed pan-Africanist, Wade has actively participated in the work of the Organisation of African Unity and the African Union, and is president of the Economic Community of West African States. He is vice-president of the Liberal International and a member of the Seattle-based Centre for World Peace through Law and the International Academy of Trial Lawyers based in Stockholm. He has published numerous articles and essays on economics, law, and political science. 

He is married and has two children.

